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Statement Commemorating the Deportation and Massacre of Armenians in
the Ottoman Empire
April 24, 2000

Today we remember a great tragedy of the
20th century: the deportations and massacres of
roughly one and a half million Armenians in
the final years of the Ottoman Empire. I join
Armenians around the world, including the Ar-
menian-American community, in mourning the
loss of those innocent lives. I also extend my
sympathy to the survivors and their descendants
for the hardships they suffered. I call upon all
Americans to renew their commitment to build
a world where such events are not allowed to
happen again. The lesson we must learn from
the stark annals of history is that we must forge
a more humane future for the peoples of all
nations.

Our own society has benefited immeasurably
from the contributions of Armenian-Americans.
They have enriched every aspect of American
life, from science to commerce to the arts. For

the past 81⁄2 years, the Armenian people have
been engaged in an historic undertaking to es-
tablish democracy and prosperity in the inde-
pendent Republic of Armenia. Their courage,
energy, and resourcefulness inspire the admira-
tion of all Americans, and we are proud to ex-
tend our assistance to help realize the dream
of a vital and vibrant Armenia. The United
States fully supports the efforts of Armenia and
its neighbors to make lasting peace with one
another and to begin an era of security and
cooperation in the Caucasus region. We encour-
age any and all dialog between citizens of the
region that hastens reconciliation and under-
standing.

On behalf of the American people, I extend
my best wishes to all Armenians on this solemn
day of remembrance.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Dinner in New York City
April 24, 2000

Thank you very much. I think she’s about
to get the hang of it, don’t you? [Laughter]
Wow!

The Vice President, Tipper, Hillary, Chairman
Rendell, ladies and gentlemen. I would like to
begin with a heart full of gratitude by saying
some thank-yous.

I thank Ed Rendell and Joe Andrew and all
the people at the Democratic Party for the work
they have done. I thank all of you at these
tables who helped to chair this event and did
the work so that we could all be here tonight.
I want to thank Jon Stewart for making us laugh.
I wish he would move to Washington. If we
laughed a little more there, we might get twice
as much done. [Laughter]

I want to thank my dear friend Tony Bennett
for performing again so beautifully. You know,
people always marvel—Tony’s a year or two
older than I am, and people always marvel at
how great an artist he is. And I was telling
people earlier tonight, the thing that is so amaz-

ing is that he still has perfect pitch. I lost my
perfect pitch 10 years ago. And he has perfect
pitch in more ways that one. I’m glad he’s here.

I thank the people of New York, the Demo-
cratic Party of New York, and my special sup-
porters in this room who have been with me
and Al and Hillary and Tipper all these years.
I want to thank those of you who are helping
Hillary in this Senate campaign. I have no doubt
of one thing, that if you elect her, she will
be a worthy successor to Robert Kennedy and
Pat Moynihan and will make a terrific difference
to the people of this State and this Nation.
And after I heard her speaking, I have no doubt
she’s going to win if you stay with her, so I
feel good about that. Thank you.

I want to thank Tipper Gore for 8 marvelous
years. I was looking at her tonight, thinking to
myself—I’ve watched her raise her children; I’ve
watched her deal with sick members of her fam-
ily; I’ve watched her deal with all kinds of pres-
sures and keep laughing. The thing I appreciate
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